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BackPack
BackPack is our (M)SDS 
management system, giving 
you access to the world’s 
largest database of over 14 
million (M)SDS.  

•	 Create unlimited folders

•	 Add as many (M)SDS  
to your database as  
you require

•	 We keep your (M)SDS up 
to date — you will always 
be compliant

•	 We’ll notify you of 
changes and updates 
to your (M)SDS

•	 Can’t	find	the	(M)SDS 
you need? We’ll source it 
for you

At Chemwatch we 
know you are an 
organisation with 
your own unique 
needs. One size 
does	not	fit	all.	
We offer different 
systems to meet 
the needs of each 
individual within 
your organisation.

Address different 
user skills with 
different passwords.

Want to manage 
(M)SDS, create a 
chemical manifest, 
or both? We have 
the perfect system 
for you!



ChemFFX
ChemFFX is our most popular system, allowing you to access 
all the features of BackPack.

PLUS
•	 Create your own compliant chemical manifest

•	 Access reader-friendly one-page Mini (M)SDS

•	 Access Chemwatch Gold review (M)SDS

•	 Access	to	emergency	first	aid,	fire-fighting	and	spills	information 

When it comes to creating your chemical manifest, ChemFFX 
has it covered. The system can assist you with:

•	 HAZCHEM placarding advice

•	 Setting chemical approval dates so you’re never left with 
unknown chemicals on your premises again

•	 Managing your hazardous materials register

•	 Chemical storage and incompatibility reporting

•	 Creating reports of all hazardous and non-hazardous 
materials in your manifest

•	 Single command printing and storage of thousands of (M)SDS

ChemGold III
ChemGold III is the complete 
chemical and (M)SDS 
management solution. For 
advanced users, this system 
combines those features 
seen in BackPack and 
ChemFFX.

PLUS
•	 Molecular modelling

•	 National Inventories 
information

•	 Legal and regulatory 
information

•	 Transport documentation
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ELASTIC SDS
An (M)SDS is not a label. 
Different users require 
different levels of information 
dependant on their duties. 
The “Elastic” Gold (M)SDS 
stretches to meet the needs 
of the most demanding 
practitioner. The (M)SDS 
may stretch from 5 pages to 
25 pages (typically). Simply 
“dial up” your choice. Each 
version of the (M)SDS is fully 
compliant. 

MINI (M)SDS
A Chemwatch Gold (M)SDS 
may run to many pages. It 
is generally intended for the 
OHS professional.

To complement the Gold and 
Vendor (M)SDS’s, Minis are a 
simple single page document 
that allow users to determne 
the imediate hazards.

Each phrase, appearing  
on the Mini, has been 
selected so that even 
non-technical users can 
comprehend the concepts.

The Mini comprises the 
familiar 16-section format and 
contains all of the important 
information required by 
regulation – it provides an 
immediate alert distinguishing 
the most hazardous materials 
from others.

The Mini also is colour-coded 
to highlight the degree of 
hazard; Headers appear 
in one of four colours to 
distinguish the level of hazard.

The Mini also displays a 
large number of icons each 
denoting	a	significant	hazard	
or feature of the material. 
Emergency response icons 
are also displayed.

Each Mini & Gold (M)SDS are 
available in more than 45 
languages including those of 
the Eu, most Asian languages, 
Hindi, Arabic, Hebrew and 
Tagalog (several Creoles are 
also available).

Minis are an invaluable, 
quick, short, easy to 
understand 1-page 
document for all employees 
to reference. 

GOLD (M)SDS
Chemwatch produces 
a Gold (M)SDS (Review 
(M)SDS) intended to 
complement the Vendor 
MSDS. The Chemwatch 
Review MSDS covers most 
aspects of the health and 
safety agenda in great 

detail and, in most cases, 
in greater detail than the 
Vendor document.

Any Chemwatch Gold  
(M)SDS is the subject of 
constant update and 
reflects	recent	key	findings	
in	scientific	literature,	or	
changes in the International 
or Local Regulatory regime.

The new Globally 
Harmonised System (GHS) 
requirements extend the 
idea of hazard beyond the 
current understanding – all 
Chemwatch (M)SDS are 
available in this format.

The Chemwatch Review 
(M)SDS includes details not 
found elsewhere;  
these include:

•	 comprehensive respirator 
and gloves advice.

•	 engineering controls 
citing capture and face 
velocities

•	 toxicological assessment 
based on key functional 
groups contained in the 
molecule

•	 an enhanced 
Environmental Fate 
and Ecotoxicity section 
describing these issues in 
detail 

•	 an enlarged Regulatory 
Section drawing on more 
than 1200 Regulatory 
Lists, maintained by the 
Chemwatch team
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•	 Independent 
Classification	of	pure	
substances and mixtures

•	 extensive Advice to 
Doctor and First Aiders 
(with references)

•	 complete assessment 
of	each	identifiable	
ingredient in a mixture

•	 Emergency response 
citing isolation distances 
for public and responders 
in	event	of	fire	or	spill

OEL (Occupational Exposure 
Limits), drawn from around 
the world, citing target organs 
rather than simple numbers.

Each Chemwatch Review 
Document is accompanied 
by the original Vendor (M)
SDS for sake of comparison.

eSDS
The so-called eSDS has been 
introduced in the Eu as part 
of an initiative under  REACh 
Regulations.

Substance uses must now be 
registered and “off-label” uses 
are NOT permitted.

The eSDS (or Extended SDS) 
includes a new section which 
describes the means by which 
the substances are to be used.

A single substance may 
have many uses and each 
use requires an “Exposure 
Scenario”.

The eSDS may now be over 
50 pages in length (a 1000 
page(!!) eSDS has been 
reported).

The Chemwatch Gold eSDS 
produces Exposure Scenarios, 
automatically, drawing upon 
models developed in the Eu.

Exposure Scenarios are a form 
of Risk Assessment. For the 
first	time	a	Risk	Assessment	
is merged with the (M)SDS; 
this contrasts with traditional 
SDS which are only Hazard 
Communications documents.

Bespoke SDS
Each organisation has a 
corporate image. The  
(M)SDS	might	also	reflect	
this image.

Subscribers can customise 
their SDS using our exclusive 
template designer. Whilst the 
content may be the same 
as the Chemwatch “off-
the-shelf” (M)SDS (including 
“elasticity”) the look and feel 
is yours. you may chose, for 
example, to produce two-
column (M)SDS,  to reposition 
headings and sub-headings, 
add graphics to each section 
or to  wrap data within 
tables. Clients, with access to 
marketing departments, can 
“corporatise” the (M)SDS - our 
software ensures compliance 
with the requirements of 
each jurisdiction.

Author your own 
SDS
ChemGold 4 provides a 
complete authoring (M)SDS 
and eSDS solution.

Produces Labels and mini-
SDS and other short formats 
such as the German BA and 
Dutch WIk.

Links to Chemwatch 
databases include

•	 over	250,000	fully	classified	
substances (GHS/ CLP 
and C&L Inventory)

•	 over 1700 Regulatory Lists 
from 80 countries

•	 full tox- and eco-tox 
endpoints for over 50,000 
substances

Produce draft (M)SDS, in 
minutes,  using more than 
100,000 Rules, in over 45 
languages



Chemicals Management is much more than collecting (M)SDS.

An (M)SDS is a Hazard Communication Tool – most do not 
purport to produce Risk Assessments*.

Simply extracting data to reproduce the document, in 
pictorial format, does not constitute a Risk Assessment either.

Risk Assessments require knowledge of the:

•	 manner in which the chemical is used and
•	 workplace environment

Cobra Risk Assessment adopts the requirements of 
COSHHEssentials and the ILO Control Banding Models.

RISk ASSESSMENTS ARE QuICk AND REQuIRE ALMOST NO 
uSER TRAINING.

The Risk Assessment Module draws upon our database of 
over 14 million (M)SDS, each updated in almost real time.

RISk ASSESSMENT IN 
uNDER 30 SECONDS



CHEMICAL  
MANAGEMENT  
ON-THE-GO

Perform Risk Assessments in 
30 seconds using  ILO Control 
Banding Model

Create Assessments, in 
real time, while you “walk-
through” the workplace

Create one-page Risk 
Reports and email or 
MMS these immediately, 
worldwide

Two-way sync to the Cloud 
to and from your Desktop

Link to each location within 
your organisation

Identify the location of your chemicals 
on Google Maps/ Google Earth

Accuracy to within 10 metres

Sync storage details (including volumes) 
with the use of your Desktop, in seconds

QR Codes store all (M)SDS - Vendor, Chemwatch Review, ER 
procedures, Mini-SDS, Labels etc.

Over 14 million (M)SDS available

Print QR Codes on hard-copy Inventories/ Manifests and view 
your entire SDS library on your Smartphone

up to 80 (M)SDS available on a single A4-page

Provide	your	field	personnel/	contractors	with	a	single	page	
printout bearing all (M)SDS they might need

Add QR Codes to your trucking Manifests to instantly view 
(M)SDS, ER Advice in case of an accident

All QR Code’s can be scanned using free apps supporting 
each model of SmartPhone



Chemwatch	has	a	head	office	in	Australia,	as	well	as	offices	
and agents in over 19 countries worldwide, ensuring you can 
always contact someone close to you.

This	has	given	us	a	unique	edge	over	others	in	the	field	—
wherever you are in the world, we can ensure your chemical 
management is compliant.

We also speak your language — even Mongolian and urdu! 
Chemwatch systems and (M)SDS are available in over 47 
languages, with more being added every day.

With the world’s largest regulatory database, Chemwatch is 
well placed to ensure your chemical management solutions 
and (M)SDS are compliant wherever you are in the world. 
Whether it is GHS, REACh or even directives such as WEEE, 
RoHS, Seveso II, GADSL, ELV or JIG, we can help.

WE SPEAk yOuR LANGuAGE  
47 LANGUAGES AND COUNTING

An AuthorIte-generated SDS simultaneously produces CLP/
GHS compliant labels.

Labels are available in 16 different sizes and in over 45 languages.

Our new Label Design Template tool allows you to customise 
the look and feel of the Label - our software automatically 
populates the label.

All labels are available from The Chemwatch Cloud Cluster (CCC) in a 
secure environment.

Labels are automatically updated as the parent (M)SDS is updated

Labels can also be created dynamically without the need to 
first	produce	a	(M)SDS

LABELS



As part of your subscription, we can review the (M)SDS 
before you purchase the chemical to ensure it is suitable and 
safe to use in your workplace. 

Our Seal of Approval service can also assist you with your 
legal obligations, providing a written report for every (M)SDS 
we review.

•	 Reviews are carried out by Chemwatch’s team of 
qualified	chemists	and	OH&S	practitioners

•	 Get a response within 24 hours of us receiving the (M)SDS

•	 Don’t have the (M)SDS? We will search for it

•	 Audit trail of your request and our response

•	 We notify you of any causes for concern

•	 We can suggest alternative products when health, safety 
and emergency issues arise

FREE CHEMICAL ASSESSMENTS 
THE CHEMWATCH SEAL OF APPROVAL

Classification	blackbox	logic	links	to	product	composition	and	
physical properties.

uN Code requirements are also addressed. 

All	labels	support	barcodes	generated	on	the	fly	to	represent	
user	defined	data	or	product	generated	data

QR Codes also supported



NO ONE DOES IT LIkE US 
FREE TO ALL SUbSCRIbERS

Each  (M)SDS, of interest to your organisation,  has a history. 
We track that (M)SDS during its life-time.

Our WebCrawlers visit over 100,000 (M)SDS nightly to 
determine whether an update has been issued.

When we detect an update we download the document 
and compare it, line-by-line, electronically, looking for any 
changes in content.

you receive the following reports either in real time or at 
nominated periods:

•	 an alert to identify the update

•	 a	confirmation	that	the	update	has	replaced	the	older	
(M)SDS in your system Folders (older (M)SDS are archived)

•	 a side-by-side comparison of the older (M)SDS and the 
update highlighting the difference between the two (line-
by-line)

•	 further	alerts	identifying	change	in	Classification	and	
Dangerous Goods declarations

•	 substance alerts when any ingredient changes its status 
in international regulatory lists (in over 80 countries) or 
in Lists of Concern (including Carcinogens, Mutagens, 
Reprotoxins and Pollutant Lists)

Where (M)SDS are not available on the Web, we contact your 
Supplier and produce written reports recording their responses.

you may view the history of each SDS in a single screen and 
compare successive pairs of (M)SDS in order to determine 
the words which have changed.

Our auditing technologies are unique.

WE’LL STILL LOVE yOu IN THE MORNING 
THE (M)SDS AUDIT TRAIL



NO ONE DOES IT LIkE US 
FREE TO ALL SUbSCRIbERS

WE’LL STILL LOVE yOu IN THE MORNING 
THE (M)SDS AUDIT TRAIL



Filing (M)SDS (...boring)

The Chemwatch Difference

Most	Chemicals	Management	Systems	(CMS)	are	able	to	file	
(M)SDS into Folders (Stores)

•	 Many CMS allow users to add stored volumes

•	 Some CMS use drag-and-drop techniques to distribute 
chemicals into Folders

•	 Some perform basic calculations such as those required to 
produce suitable display placards

•	 A few allow you to track the whereabouts of chemicals 
within the Folders

In	addition	to	performing	all	tasks	identified	above,	the	
Chemwatch solution:

•	 provides detail at the container storage level(for example, 
how many 20 litre drums of acetone are stored in a 
particular location) - this affords the opportunity to share 
unwanted chemicals with others within your organisation 
(Assets Management)

•	 provides alerts when incompatible chemicals need 
separation/ segregation or special storage

•	 Identifies	all	chemicals	which	may	be	carcinogens,	
reprotoxins, environmentaly hazardous - more than 50 
endpoints	are	identified	(including	obesogens)

•	 allows you to to add your own notes related to individual 
chemicals or general notes related to management policy 
(either from your desk top, your Server or from the Cloud)

•	 allows you to integrate directly with Risk Assessment tools

•	 identifies	all	persons	who	have	had	contact	with	named	
chemicals throughout their employment with your organisation

•	 allows you to identify which persons where exposed to, 
say, carcinogens, reprotoxins etc throughout their employ

•	 allows you to “store” chemicals temporarily and issue 
alerts when the allowed period is exceeded (contractors 
often bring chemicals to site on a temporary basis, or you 
may bring chemicals on site on a trial basis)



When chemicals are copied or moved from one store 
to another, in a different country, the language of both 
the	Vendor	and	Gold	SDS	changes	to	reflect	the	location	
(automatically)

Only those stores to which a user has viewing rights are 
available to the user - the rest are invisible.

Controversial chemicals of possible interest to compromised  
individuals remain invisible to all but persons with suitable 
permissions. Such chemicals include radioactives, 
pathogens, drug precursors, substances controlled under 
national regulation or those controlled under the Chemicals 
Weapon Conventions)

Chemwatch allows you to create user Groups and attach 
suitable permissions to each user and/or Group

MObILE SOLUTIONs
•	 Geotag the exact location of a Folder/Store

•	 Automatically	recieve	notifications	when	the	Folder/Store	 
is nearby

•	 Search a location and see all Folders/Stores and 
chemicals at that location. 



  

Chemwatch comprises a 
team of almost 150 personnel, 
including Professional 
Chemists, IT developers, OHS 
and Regulatory Specialists, 
located throughout the world

This team provides an 
independent review of 
substances, mixtures  
and preparations

The team also writes (M)
SDS for many of the world’s 
largest companies – 4000 (M)
SDS produced monthly

We also produce IT solutions 
that emphasise new 
technologies, almost as soon 
as they become available

Certified	trainers	are	able	to	
visit your site to deliver our 
standard training packages 
or	those	which	reflect	your	
special interests

Our Emergency Response 
team is able to provide 
advice,	24/7,	related	to	fire/
explosion, spills and chemical 
exposure – more than 150 
languages are supported

Our researchers identify 
substance information in 
the	scientific	press	or	in	
the Regulatory regime 
and make this available to 
subscribers, weekly

info@chemwatch.net 
www.chemwatch.net

mailto:info%40chemwatch.net?subject=Enquiry
http://www.chemwatch.net

